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The ship was sustaining damage from stem to stern, and the anguish was growing. Yet, in
the chaos, as Edward Baxter Billingsley states in The Emmons Saga, “the crippled Emmons
never gave up.” This portrays an image of what occurred aboard the USS Emmons on April 6,
1945. In the face of relentless kamikaze attacks, the crew retained their composure and showed
their perseverance. This courage and light is dormant in current America, but it is one that must

be awakened to spread to the future generations of America.

What makes the composure that the crew had so honorable is simply the fact that they
were able to do so in the face of such chaos. There were many things that aided the crew in
maintaining their composure. One thing was the training that the crew had received. This training
allowed them to develop a muscle memory, so that when the kamikaze bombers started to
implode into the ships, they did not have to think twice about what to do. Another thing was the
deep friendship and relationship that the crew had developed over time. This allowed the crew to
know that they had each other’s backs and could try to navigate through the chaos. But (above
these) what makes this moment so admirable is that there is no complete explanation as to how
the crew was able to maintain their order during these catastrophic moments. The simple fact that
the crew was able to do it is what made their acts—though heavy laden with loss—so

praiseworthy.

The values demonstrated aboard the Emmons—courage, light, patriotism, duty, resolve,
among others—are still evident in American culture, but they have become dormant. National
unity and patriotism during World War Il was easily defined, with a clear enemy and a broad,
shared purpose. Today, there are few things that unites the United States. Political and social
divisions often dominate public discourse. Another thing that has aided the latent values of the

Emmons crew is the modernization of the world. With modernity comes advances that have



made the American people not as courageous or not as much of a light for the rest of the world.
The modern America did not have to survive through economic depressions, world wars,
pandemics with no modern medicine, so on and so forth. Those ruinous events are what shaped

the Emmons crew into being exemplars of courage, duty, and patriotism.

Preserving the values shown by those aboard the Emmons requires more than
remembrance; it calls for action. These values need to be reawakened today. Since I am about to
enter the real world, I’ve thought—and honestly struggled—hard about what I can do to carry on
the kind of resolve the Emmons crew showed. Since I will never be in the military, I will never
truly understand what the Emmons crew had to go through. But I think these values can be kept
alive in other ways, such as learning about history—and not just the whole scope of events (such
as the world wars), but understanding what people went through, and the specific commendable
events (such as the Emmons crew)—helps keep their legacy alive. I can share the stories passed
down to me of my two uncles that gave their life in Okinawa—that’s how I can honor them. I
can make sure that their sacrifice and their honor lives on and does not become another forgotten

story in the annals of history.

I think the story of the Emmons crew can be summed up in the wise quote from The Lord
of The Rings character Galadriel: “I would remember the wise counsel... And remind our people
that it is not strength that overcomes darkness, but light. And the sun yet shines.” The legacy that
the Emmons crew left was a light. Though they fell to the darkness of war, their story is an
eternal light of the courage that was used to defeat the darkness of World War II. The sun still
shines on America because of the sacrifice that these brave men made in Okinawa. The
American people need to be reminded of this, and it starts with me—showing that this light and
courage that these men had is still with us, and it cannot stay dormant forever—otherwise, those

values will be lost forever.



